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What is Crossrail?
Crossrail line 1 is a proposal for 
a new railway to cross the capital
and connect the UK. It is an
exciting opportunity to deliver 
a brand new rail service for
passengers travelling into, out of
and across London. The proposal
would provide better connections,
quicker journey times, improved
passenger comfort and a whole
range of additional social and
economic benefits for London 
and the UK as a whole. 

Crossrail trains would operate
using new tunnels and existing
track. They would offer speedy 
and efficient journeys from
Heathrow and Maidenhead in the
west through new twin-tunnels
between Paddington and
Whitechapel, reaching out 
to Canary Wharf, Shenfield and
Ebbsfleet in the east.

The Crossrail proposals are being
prepared for submission to
Parliament as a hybrid Bill where 
the Crossrail team would look for
approval to build the project. 
It would take about five years 
to construct Crossrail, so we
estimate that new trains could 
be running on the new network 
by 2013, following a year of
operational testing.

This pack contains a number of
sheets, with practical information
about the trains we plan to run and
how we would build the new
tunnels for them to run in. Please
take a look at the information
sheets in the pack and if you
would like any further information,
contact us.
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Crossrail snapshot 
Crossrail is not a new idea. Since
the late 19th century, engineers and
transport planners have been
looking at how railways could be
built to carry passengers right into
and through the heart of London
without the need to stop at terminus
stations and transfer to alternative
services. This objective – making it
easier for passengers to link outlying
parts of London with the City’s
commercial and retail centres –
remains as important and relevant
today as it did over 100 years ago.

Now, the Crossrail team has
received backing from Government
to develop proposals and submit
them for a full review by Parliament
where a decision would be made 
on the future of the project.  

What happens next?
Information is provided in this pack
on our proposed timetable for
developing Crossrail and how we
intend to deliver its benefits as
quickly as possible. The Crossrail
vision of improved rail services for
London is coming closer to reality.  

We hope that you find this
Information Pack helpful. There 
are other documents available on
request during the consultation.
They can be found on the Crossrail
website www.crossrail.co.uk. If you 
have any views or comments on 
the information contained here, 
we would welcome them. Please
contact us at
helpdesk@crossrail.co.uk 
or by calling 0845 602 3813
(24hours, 7-days a week) or by
writing to Consultation Team,
FREEPOST NAT 6945, 
London SW1 0BR.

When does Round 2
Public Consultation end?
This round of consultation started
on 5 August, 2004 and ends on 
27 October, 2004.

If you would like information about Crossrail in
your language, please contact Crossrail supplying
your name and postal address and please state
the language or format that you require.

Information about Crossrail is available in large 
print, Braille or audio cassette upon request.

Contact details:
Crossrail 
FREEPOST NAT6945
London 
SW1H 0BR

email: helpdesk@crossrail.co.uk
helpdesk: 0845 602 3813 (24-hours, 7-days a week)
website: www.crossrail.co.uk


